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RESPONSIVE INTERVENTIONS 
 

As a parent, you want to do everything in your power to support your child’s development. One 

important aspect of this is being responsive to your child’s needs and signals. Research shows that using 

responsive interventions can help parents improve their connection with their children. With the right 

support, you can help your child reach their full potential. 
 

• Contingent Responsiveness - This concept refers to the caregiver's ability to notice and respond to 

the child's signals promptly and sensitively, and in a way that is contingent on what the child is 

communicating. For example, if a child points to a toy, a responsive parent would immediately 

respond by showing interest in the toy and talking about it with the child. 
 

• Warm Sensitivity -Provide a nurturing and caring environment for the child. Sensitivity refers to 

the caregiver's ability to respond appropriately to the child's emotional needs. An example of 

warm sensitivity would be a parent comforting a crying child and responding to their emotional 

needs. 
 

• Positive Affect - Maintain a positive and cheerful attitude during interactions with the child. For 

example, a parent might use a playful and upbeat tone of voice while engaging in activities with 

the child. 
 

• Attention to Child Focus of Attention - Follow the child's lead during play activities. For example, if 

a child is interested in playing with blocks, a responsive parent would focus on building with the 

blocks alongside the child. 
 

• Verbal Scaffolding - Using language to support the child's learning and development. For example, 

a parent might provide labels and explanations for objects or events during play activities. 
 

• Maintaining Attention - Maintain the child's attention during play activities. For example, a parent 

might use eye contact, gestures, and verbal cues to keep the child engaged in a game or activity. 
 

• Avoidance of Redirecting - Minimize interruptions or redirections during play activities. For 

example, a parent might avoid interrupting the child's play or redirecting their attention to a 

different activity unless necessary. 

Using Responsive intervention can be an effective way for parents to enhance their child's development. 

To start, parents can begin by observing and responding to their child's signals in a contingent manner, 

acknowledging their child as an individual with unique needs and requests. It's also helpful for parents to 

provide warmth and nurturance to their child, particularly during the first year of life, as this can establish 

a secure and trusting relationship. Additionally, parents can support their child's attentional focus 

through maintaining rather than redirecting, and providing verbal scaffolding and encouragement that is 

aligned with their child's level of understanding and use of words. By incorporating these strategies into 

their interactions with their child, parents can create a supportive and enriching environment that fosters 

their child's growth and development. 

 



  

 

APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 
 

Autism Prevalence and Facts 
 

In 2023, the CDC reported that approximately 1 in 36 children in the U.S. is diagnosed 

with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 

Boys are four times more likely to be diagnosed with autism than girls. 

Most children were still being diagnosed after age 4, though autism can be reliably 

diagnosed as early as 18 months. 

31% of children with ASD have an intellectual disability (intelligence quotient [IQ] <70), 

25% are in the borderline range (IQ 71–85), and 44% have IQ scores in the average to 

above average range (i.e., IQ >85). 

Autism affects all ethnic and socioeconomic groups. 

Minority groups tend to be diagnosed later and less often. 

Early intervention affords the best opportunity to support healthy development and 

deliver benefits across the lifespan. 

There is no medical detection for autism. 
 

The following are online screeners you can do: 
 

If your baby is between 9 – 18 months of age; 

https://autismnavigator.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/Checklist_of_16_Early_Signs_of_Autism_Fillable.pdf 
 

If your child is between 16 and 30 months of age;  

https://www.autismspeaks.org/screen-your-child 
 

If you still have concerns, you can reach out to your Provider, Pediatrician or ask for a 

referral for a full comprehensive Evaluation – many evaluators currently have a waitlist of 

6 months or more, and early intervention has a positive impact.  Having a diagnosis gains 

more options for services, learning and supports for the whole family! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://autismnavigator.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Checklist_of_16_Early_Signs_of_Autism_Fillable.pdf
https://autismnavigator.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Checklist_of_16_Early_Signs_of_Autism_Fillable.pdf
https://www.autismspeaks.org/screen-your-child


  

 
 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

The theme for 2023 is “Working Together to Strengthen Families.” Throughout CAP 

Month we will be focusing on what communities can do to strengthen and support 

families. A strong, supportive community that values parenting, and families makes a 

safe and healthy environment for kids. And parents who know they have support and 

access to resources are better parents. A strong community helps parents learn, 

supports them and reduces stress through programs and services that emphasize 

Protective Factors. 
 

Child Abuse Facts: 
 

It causes many problems 

Victims of child abuse are at a risk for emotional, physical, relationship problems. 

There are various types 

Common types of child abuse include emotional abuse, physical assault, and sexual 

assault. 

Alcohol abuse is a big contributor 

Parents abusing alcohol and drugs are more likely to neglect and abuse their children. 

Abuse causes social problems 

Abused children are not able to express emotions safely. 

It has the same rates among all genders 

Boys and girls face similar rates of child abuse. 

 

Please reach out for help using the following: 

https://www.friendsofchildrenofbrevard.org/images/forms/Blue%20card%20-

%20front.pdf 

 

 
 

https://www.friendsofchildrenofbrevard.org/images/forms/Blue%20card%20-%20front.pdf
https://www.friendsofchildrenofbrevard.org/images/forms/Blue%20card%20-%20front.pdf


 



  

 

 

Early Steps Policies & Guidance 

Florida’s Early Steps Program is part of the Individuals with Disabilities in 
Education Act (IDEA), Part C. For more information and guidance about Florida’s 
Early Steps Program, please review the Policy Handbook and Operations Guide. 

Each year, Florida Early Steps’ policies are reviewed, and there is opportunity for 
public comment on the proposed policy updates and Part C application. Those 
announcements will be found here, as well as in the Florida Administrative 
Register (FAR), as applicable. 
 

The Annual 2023 Part C Application and Proposed Policy Changes have been 

publicly noticed at https://floridaearlysteps.com/policy-handbook/.  

 

The review period for the proposed policies and the Part C application begins 

March 24, 2023, and will end on May 24, 2023. The opportunity for public 

comment on the proposed policies and the Part C application is available for 30 

days beginning April 24, 2023, through May 24, 2023. Comments will be accepted 

from the public, including parents of infants and toddlers with disabilities, 

providers of services, advocacy groups and organizations and other stakeholders 

in the state.  

 

Questions may be sent to Andrew.Smith@flhealth.gov, but all comments must be 

directed to CMS.EarlyStepsPublicComment@flhealth.gov. 

 

 

https://www.flrules.org/
https://www.flrules.org/
https://floridaearlysteps.com/policy-handbook/
mailto:Andrew.Smith@flhealth.gov
mailto:CMS.EarlyStepsPublicComment@flhealth.gov


 

 



  

 



 

 

 
 

 



  

 
 

 

FAMILY RESOURCE LENDING LIBRARY 
   

If you are in need of special items, resources or information we may be able to 
help!  We loan out books, toys, or special items, depending on what you and your 
unique child might need.  We have lots of hands out on lots of subjects!    
 

Do you have items you wish to donate for our families?  
 

We would LOVE to pass them along to another family in need! 
 

We also have an Amazon Wish List 
 

If you would like to help us, help families in need of items – check out our link: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2GMM3ZYZA9H69?ref_=wl_share 
 

Contact Mary Cancel (call or text) at 321-634-4464 for more information. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2GMM3ZYZA9H69?ref_=wl_share


  

 



 

 

 
1st Sunday Morning of Each Month 

9am to 11am 
2250 W Coastal Ln, West Melbourne, FL 32904 

Chuck E. Cheese's now offers a sensory-friendly experience on the first Sunday of every month. Our trained 

and caring staff is there to make sure families who have children with special needs have a fun filled visit. 
 

 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT FREE PROGRAMS AT 

YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY 

Every library has story time and often other 

infant/toddler events. 
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Space Coast Early Steps 

C.A.T.C.H. of Brevard 
 

Community Access to Child Health of Brevard, Inc. 

Early Intervention Services for young children with 

special developmental needs 
 

For more information or referral contact: 
 

1264 Rockledge Blvd., Suite 104 

Rockledge, Florida 32955 

Ph: (321) 634-3688 Fax: (321) 504-0955 
 

Funding provided by IDEA and Florida Dept. of Health 

 

Mary Cancel 

Family Resource Specialist/Family Advocate 

Space Coast Early Steps 

1264 Rockledge Blvd., Suite 103 

Rockledge, FL 32955 

Mary.Cancel@spacecoastes.org  
Cell (text or call): (321) 292-1370 

 

 

 
Support Space Coast Early Steps 

by shopping at AmazonSmile 

 

LIKE OUR NEW FACEBOOK PAGE! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-

Steps-101089132406421 

 

 

 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE: 

 

https://www.spacecoastes.org/ 
 

 

mailto:Mary.Cancel@spacecoastes.org
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-Steps-101089132406421
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-Steps-101089132406421
https://www.spacecoastes.org/

