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April is Autism Acceptance Month! At Space Coast Early Steps, we're committed to supporting every child's unique 

journey, and this month offers us an incredible opportunity to amplify acceptance, awareness, and appreciation for 

individuals on the autism spectrum. 

Why Autism Acceptance Matters 

Autism Acceptance Month is more than just raising awareness; it's about embracing diversity, advocating for 

inclusion, and celebrating the strengths and talents of individuals with autism. By shifting the focus from mere 

awareness to acceptance, we strive to create a world where everyone feels valued, understood, and included. 

Facts About Autism 

• About 1 in 36 children in the US are identified with autism 

• Autism is nearly 4 times more common among boys than among girls. 

• Autism is characterized by differences in social interaction, communication, and responding to sensory 

experiences. 

Ways to Get Involved 

Throughout April, there are countless ways to participate and show your support for Autism Acceptance Month: 

• Get SOAKed for Autism 2025 https://www.soakautism.com/ 

o A free fun day for the whole family on Saturday, April 5th, from 11-2pm at Fred Poppe Regional Park, 

Palm Bay 

• UCF Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) has a variety of classes and activities. https://ucf-

card.org/calendar/ 

• Autism Workshops – April 14th and 15th:  Sensory Issues in Autism (see flyers in newsletter) 

• https://www.belikebuddy.com/florida Autism Friendly Activities in Florida 

Let's Celebrate Together! 

This Autism Acceptance Month, let's come together as a community to celebrate diversity, promote acceptance, 

and build a more inclusive world for all. We invite you to join us in spreading love, understanding, and support 

throughout the month of April and beyond. 

https://www.soakautism.com/
https://ucf-card.org/calendar/
https://ucf-card.org/calendar/
https://www.belikebuddy.com/florida
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No registration required - this is a free family festival filled with activities, entertainment and lots 

of water inflatables, foam party, bounce houses, games, water shooters/pools, fire truck spray, 

police and fire vehicles, community partners, quiet zones/sensory room, DJ, animal interactions, 

music therapy, art therapy, crafts, characters, face painting, free cotton candy, popcorn, drinks, 

ice cream/snacks and fun for all our special needs community and friends. 

Bring a towel, blanket and/or chairs and enjoy your day! 

 



spacecoastes.org or text/call 321-292-1370. 
 



  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



  

 
 

 



 

For Current Early Steps Families 

 
 

 

Did you know? At ALL Early Steps Playgroups, 

providers/therapists are on hand to play and learn with you and 

your child alongside our Family Resource Specialist (advocate) 

Feel free to ask questions about your child's development during 

our fun sessions! 



  

 

 
 

3rd Mondays My Gym Viera  

12:30 pm-1:30pm 

For Current Early Steps Families 

https://www.mygym.com/signin/lge/lgesignin?ClassIdStr=Hy8

Xpi3IGB1HqTENRq961g%3d%3d 
 

Please complete waiver and bring socks! 
 

EARLY STEPS PUBLIC POLICY – WANT TO KNOW WHAT POLICIES ARE 

PROPOSED AND HOW THESE POLICIES AFFECT YOU? 

 

The Early Steps Policy Public Participation Hearing scheduled for April 22nd 

at 2 p.m. ET has been rescheduled earlier in the day to Tuesday, April 22nd, 

10 a.m. ET. 

 

The opportunity for public comment on the proposed policies and the Part 

C application will be available for 30 days after public hearing, beginning 

April 21st, 2025, through May 21st, 2025. Comments will be accepted from 

the public, including parents of infants and toddlers with disabilities, 

providers of services, advocacy groups and organizations, as well as other 

stakeholders in the state. 

  

Questions about the public hearing can be sent to 

Andrew.Smith@flhealth.gov, but all public comments must be directed to 

CMS.EarlyStepsPublicComment@flhealth.gov. 
 

https://www.mygym.com/signin/lge/lgesignin?ClassIdStr=Hy8Xpi3IGB1HqTENRq961g%3d%3d
https://www.mygym.com/signin/lge/lgesignin?ClassIdStr=Hy8Xpi3IGB1HqTENRq961g%3d%3d
mailto:Andrew.Smith@flhealth.gov
mailto:CMS.EarlyStepsPublicComment@flhealth.gov


 



 



 
 

 
1st Sunday Morning of Each Month 

9am to 11am 
2250 W Coastal Ln, West Melbourne, FL 32904 

Chuck E. Cheese's now offers a sensory-friendly experience on the first Sunday of every month. Our trained 

and caring staff is there to make sure families who have children with special needs have a fun filled visit. 
 

 
BREAKFAST SUPPORT GROUP 

Please join us for resources, friendship and support.  We will share our journey together! 

Food and/or drinks avbailable for purchase. 

All ages welcome! 
 

Friday, April 4th 
 

Cracker Barrell Old Country Store 

1175 Palm Bay Rd NE, 

Melbourne, FL 32905 
 

10am – 11:30am 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Space Coast Early Steps 

C.A.T.C.H. of Brevard 
 

Community Access to Child Health of Brevard, Inc. 

Early Intervention Services for young children with 

special developmental needs 
 

For more information or referral contact: 
 

1264 Rockledge Blvd., Suite 104 

Rockledge, Florida 32955 

Ph: (321) 634-3688 Fax: (321) 504-0955 
 

Funding provided by IDEA and Florida Dept. of Health 

 

Mary Cancel 

Family Resource Specialist/Family Advocate 

Space Coast Early Steps 

1264 Rockledge Blvd., Suite 103 

Rockledge, FL 32955 

Mary.Cancel@spacecoastes.org  
Cell (text or call): (321) 292-1370 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WISHLIST: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/l

s/2GMM3ZYZA9H69?ref_=wl_share 
If you would like to help families and 

therapists on Amazon, every item is needed 

and always appreciated.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-

Steps-101089132406421 

 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

 

https://www.spacecoastes.org/ 
 

 

mailto:Mary.Cancel@spacecoastes.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2GMM3ZYZA9H69?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2GMM3ZYZA9H69?ref_=wl_share
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-Steps-101089132406421
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Coast-Early-Steps-101089132406421
https://www.spacecoastes.org/

